
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
  
 
  

Kentucky Assistive Technology Loan Corporation April 2007 Volume 2, Issue 2 

www.katlc.ky.gov 

For the fourth consecutive year, the 
Kentucky Office of Vocational Rehabilitation 
will be joining with the Human Development 
Institute at the University of Kentucky and 
Kentucky Agrability to conduct two days of 
assistive technology workshops.  As in 
previous years, the workshops will be held at 
Cardinal Hill Rehabilitation Hospital in 
Lexington.  The dates will be June 27 and 28, 
2007. 

For the first time, KATLC will be 
participating as a sponsor.  It will specifically 
sponsor the two-part session: ‘Aging at Home 
and the Workplace: Issues Surrounding 

Disability’ to be presented by Jon Stanford 
from the Georgia Institute of Technology.  
Other topics to be covered include ‘Assistive 
Technology in Transitioning to Post-
Secondary Education', ‘Working with Read 
and Write Software,’ and ‘Funding Assistive 
Technology,’ among others.  One session will 
include a panel of employers who will discuss 
the accommodations they have made in their 
workplaces. 
The KATS Network, EnTech in Louisville and 
the Bluegrass Technology Center in Lexington 
played a vital role this year in planning the 
conference.   Kentucky’s Protection and 
Advocacy agency is sponsoring one of the 

meals for participants. 
You can register on-line for the conference at http://www.ihdi.uky.edu/atworkshop/

index.htm.  In coming weeks, information on sources of support for individuals with disabilities 
to attend will be posted at this website. 

Summer Assistive Technology Workshops to be Held 
Cardinal Hill to Host for Fourth Consecutive Year 
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The Kentucky Assistive Technology Loan Corporation (KATLC) offers low interest loans through its lending partner Fifth Third Bank for qualified 
applicants who need any type of assistive technology or home modification that will increase a person’s mobility or enable them to become more 
independent.   
 
For more information or to receive an application call Sarah Richardson or Nanci Shelden toll free at 1-877-675-0195. 
 
Update is a publication of the Kentucky Assistive Technology Loan Corporation (KATLC). 
 
The Kentucky Office of Vocational Rehabilitation and the Kentucky Assistive Technology Loan Corporation do not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex, disability, age, religion, or marital status in employment, or provision of services provides, upon request, reasonable 
accommodation including auxiliary aids and services necessary to afford individuals with disabilities an equal opportunity to participate in all program 
activities. 
 
(Compiled by Dave Matheis, Sarah Richardson,  
and Nanci Shelden) 

  

 The current Education Cabinet designee on the KATLC Board of Directors, Dave Matheis, has 
been asked to be part of a panel for a national teleconference to be conducted by the RESNA 
Alternative Financing Technical Assistance Project (AFTAP).  The teleconference, which took place 
on April 16, will provide information to alternative financing programs around the nation concerning 
vehicle and vehicle modification loans.  Kentucky was asked to provide one of the four panelists for 
the teleconference because it remains one of the most active assistive technology loan programs in 
the country in terms of this type of loan.  In 2006, KATLC received 63 applications for vehicle and 
vehicle modification loans with 36 of them being approved.  Since it began making loans during the 
summer of 2000, KATLC has made a total of 134 loans for vehicles and vehicle modifications.  This 
request to participate is another indication that KATLC maintains one of the better alternative 
financing programs in the country.  

KATLC Board Member on Panel for National Teleconference 
Vehicle Modification Loans Topic of Discussion 

Low-Interest AT Loans and the PASS 
Another Funding Source for Assistive Technology 

The Plan to Achieve Self-Support 
(PASS) is an SSI work incentive that allows 
persons with disabilities to set aside additional 
income and/or resources to be used to achieve 
specific work goals.  The goal of the PASS 
work incentive is to increase the recipient’s 
ability to go to work and earn a living.  It 
enables a person to acquire the services and 
items needed for starting to work and yet 
maintain benefits until they achieve a livable 
wage.  The income and/or resources set aside 
in a PASS are not counted in determining 
eligibility for SSI or in calculating the amount of 
the SSI benefit that individuals will receive. 

An assistive technology loan can be 
included in a PASS plan.  According to the 
summer 2006 edition of the AT Advocate, a 
newsletter of the National Assistive Technology 
Advocacy Project: “Many individuals can benefit 
from a PASS, but do not have the luxury of 
waiting to make that big purchase while they 
save up money over a period of months or even 
years. An AFP-sponsored loan may be 
available in a case like this to allow the 

individual to immediately obtain the needed item. 
The PASS can be used to pay off the loan over a 
period of years.”  Of course, the ‘big purchase’ that 
an assistive technology loan could be most helpful 
with is a modified vehicle, either with or without the 
assistance of vocational rehabilitation or another 
third-part funding source. 

A PASS must be submitted to the Social 
Security Administration in writing, preferably on 
form SSA-545-BK, signed by the individual and, if 
applicable, the representative payee. 

• You can obtain a copy of the form from your 
local SSA office. 

• You can obtain a copy in PDF format from 
SSA’s website at:   http://www.ssa.gov/online/
ssa-545.pdf 

• You can complete a PASS application online 
with tutorial assistance at Cornell’s website: 
www.passonline.org 

• You can get help completing a PASS 
application from a WIPA (Work Incentives 
Planning and Assistance) agency.  http://
www.ssa.gov/work/ServiceProviders/
WIPADirectory.html  


